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1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This report presents the results of a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) for the 863 Seventh Street 

NW property (Stocking Elementary School) in Grand Rapids, Michigan.  A map showing the location of the 

Stocking Elementary Property is included as Figure No. 1 in Appendix A.  The Stocking Elementary Property 

is approximately 3.7 acres in size and contains a large “U” shaped building in the southeast portion of the 

property. A small outdoor bathroom facility is located on the playground.  A large grassy area is present on 

the northwest portion of the property. A playground, including various pieces of playground equipment and 

a small wading pool, is located in the southwest portion of the property. 

1.1 Phase I ESA Summary and Conclusions

The Phase I ESA study was performed in accordance with the scope and limitations of American Society for 

Testing and Materials (ASTM) Practice E 1527-05 and MSHDA’s 2011 Environmental Review Requirements.  

This assessment has revealed no evidence of recognized environmental conditions (RECs) in connection with 

the Stocking Elementary Property except for the following:

Based on the Sanborn Maps, former residential dwellings were located at the Property.  No structural or 

demolition records for the former buildings could be obtained from reasonably ascertainable historical 

records.  It is unknown if the former buildings had basements.  If basements were present, then the 

environmental nature and origin of the ; ll soil used to back; ll the basement excavations is unknown.

1.2 Identi1 ed Data Gaps

Data failure was experienced in determining uses of the Stocking Elementary Property prior to 1895 (i.e., the 

date of the earliest historical data available).  The Stocking Elementary Property was residential in 1895; given 

the information obtained for the Stocking Elementary Property since that time, in our professional opinion, 

usage prior to 1895 is unlikely to have an environmental impact on the Stocking Elementary Property.

Additionally, a data gap from 1914 to 1923 was encountered during this study; this data gap is not expected 

to change the outcome of this report.
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1.3 Identi1 ed Liens or Activity Use Limitations

No environmental liens or activity use limitations have been identi; ed in relation to the Stocking Elementary 

Property.

The Executive Summary should not be reviewed separately from the remainder of the report.  The Executive 

Summary provides an overview and is not a substitute for a thorough review of the entire report.

2.0 INTRODUCTION

NTH Consultants, Ltd. (NTH) was retained by the City of Grand Rapids to conduct the Phase I Environmental 

Site Assessment (ESA) of the Stocking Elementary Property located in Grand Rapids, Michigan.  A map 

showing the location of the Stocking Elementary Property is included as Figure 1 in Appendix A.  The 

Stocking Elementary Property is 3.7 acres in size, rectangular in shape, and contains one large “U” shaped 

building, including a basement, utilized as an elementary school and a small outdoor bathroom facility on 

the playground.  A playground, including various pieces of playground equipment and a small wading pool, 

is located in the southwest portion of the property. A large grassy area is present on the northwest portion 

of the property. Figure 2 in Appendix A shows the current features and building location on the Stocking 

Elementary Property.

The Phase I ESA was prepared on behalf of City of Grand Rapids, Grand Rapids School Lofts, LLC and Michigan 

State Housing Development Authority.  The Phase I ESA was performed through a Brown; eld Assessment 

Grant that the City of Grand Rapids received from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 

NTH conducted this Phase I ESA study in accordance with the scope and limitations of American Society 

for Testing and Materials (ASTM) Practice E 1527-05, entitled:  “Standard Practice for Environmental Site 

Assessments:  Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Process.” and MSHDA’s 2011 Environmental Review 

Requirements.



 

2.1 Purpose

The objective of the Phase I ESA was to provide the authorized users of this report with an independent 

opinion regarding recognized environmental conditions, if any, associated with the Stocking Elementary 

Property.  According to ASTM Practice E 1527-05, Section 1.1.1, the term recognized environmental condition 

(REC) means the presence or likely presence of any hazardous substances or petroleum products on a 

property under conditions that indicate an existing release, a past release, or a material threat of a release 

of any hazardous substances or petroleum products into structures on the Stocking Elementary Property 

or into the ground, groundwater, or surface water of the Stocking Elementary Property.  The term includes 

hazardous substances or petroleum products even under conditions in compliance with laws.  The term is 

not intended to include de minimis conditions that generally do not present a material risk of harm to public 

health or the environment and that generally would not be the subject of an enforcement action if brought 

to the attention of appropriate governmental agencies.  Conditions determined to be de minimis are not 

recognized environmental conditions.

2.2 Detailed Scope of Services

This Phase I ESA study included the following scope of services:

A visual survey of the Stocking Elementary Property and accessible portions of the existing buildings 

was performed to identify areas of potential environmental concerns or RECs.  Color photographs 

were taken to document site conditions at the time of the site reconnaissance. These photographs 

are presented in Appendix B.

The neighboring properties were visually observed to assess whether surface conditions or activities 

on these properties may have an adverse environmental impact on the Stocking Elementary 

Property.  An attempt was made to determine the previous uses of the adjacent properties through 

review of information compiled.

A land use history of the Stocking Elementary Property, approximately 116-years was developed.

Readily available published information was collected and reviewed relating to general geology, 

hydrogeology and topographic setting for the Stocking Elementary SW Property.



!

A regulatory agency ; le search was performed to identify Federal and State-listed sites of known or 

potential environmental concerns located within the minimum search distances from the Stocking 

Elementary Property, as speci; ed in the ASTM Practice E 1527-05.

Local governmental agency personnel were contacted to determine their knowledge of reported 

environmental incidents at or in the immediate vicinity of the Stocking Elementary Property.

This assessment did not include any sampling or testing of soil or groundwater from the Stocking Elementary 

Property or buildings.

2.3 Signi1 cant Assumptions

During the course of this study, various documents and other information published by and obtained 

from private organizations, as well as Municipal, State and Federal regulatory agencies have been relied 

upon.  No independent veri; cation or con; rmation of the accuracy of this information has been performed.  

Additionally, information provided by the property owner and prospective purchaser/authorized user was 

presumed to be factual, unless written documentation was available indicating otherwise.

2.4 Limitations and Exceptions

The evaluations and opinions presented in this report have been made to assist the authorized users in 

making a reasonable assessment of risk with respect to the presence of possible environmental concerns at 

the Stocking Elementary Property.  This study has been performed in accordance with a standard of care and 

diligence, which is considered to be representative of the local environmental engineering practice at the 

present time.

The evaluations and opinions presented in this report are based on the scope of services de; ned herein, and 

should not be misconstrued as those pertaining to a formal environmental compliance audit.  The results of 

this investigation cannot be construed as a certi; cation of the absence of any contaminants on the Stocking 

Elementary Property, but rather a diligent and prudent review of available data within an established work 

scope, and time and budgetary constraints.
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The following limiting conditions were encountered during the site reconnaissance:

Stored items on the _ oor surface obscured complete visual observations.

Roof was not accessed.

2.5 Special Terms and Conditions

The services for this Phase I ESA were performed in accordance with NTH’s contract with the City of Grand 

Rapids.  Said contract in no way limits or a  ̀ects the ; ndings made in favor of the intended users herein.

2.6 User Reliance

This report is intended for the exclusive use of the City of Grand Rapids, GR School Lofts, LLC, and Michigan 

State Housing Development Authority.  This report presents NTH’s opinion of the Stocking Elementary 

Property as of this date, based on the results of this study and on the information provided during the course 

of the study.  The results of this study may not be relied upon by parties other than those identi; ed above 

without the prior knowledge and written consent of NTH.

3.0 SITE DESCRIPTION

3.1 Location and Legal Description

The Stocking Elementary Property is located in the SE quarter of the NE quarter of Section 23, Township 7 

North, Range 12 West, Kent County, Grand Rapids, Michigan.  The parcel number is 41-13-23-284-011. A map 

showing the location of the Stocking Elementary Property is presented as Figure 1 in Appendix A of this 

report.  Figure 2 in Appendix A shows the current features and building location on the Stocking Elementary 

Property.  Figure 2 was generated from an aerial of the property obtained from the Google™ Maps website.

A copy of the legal information obtained from the Grand Rapids Assessor’s OU  ces is included in a General 

Property Information document, a copy of which is included in Appendix A.  
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3.2 Site and Vicinity Characteristics

Stocking Elementary Property is 3.7 acres in size, rectangular in shape.  The property contains one large “U” 

shaped building, containing a basement, utilized as an elementary school with a small outdoor bathroom 

facility on the playground.  The playground, including various pieces of playground equipment and a small 

wading pool, is located in the southwest portion of the property. A large grassy area is present on the 

northwest portion of the property. The remainder of the Stocking Elementary Property is covered by asphalt 

paving or sidewalk.  The Stocking Elementary Property is located in a mixed commercial and residential 

use area, in the City of Grand Rapids.  Fremont Avenue NW and Jennette Avenue NW border the Stocking 

Elementary property to the west and east respectively with residential properties just beyond those. Seventh 

Street NW borders the Stocking Elementary property to the south with commercial properties present across 

the street. Residential properties adjoin the Stocking Elementary Property to the north. An aerial photograph 

showing the Stocking Elementary Property and immediately surrounding areas is included as Figure 2 in 

Appendix A.

3.3 Current Uses of the Property

At the time of the Phase I ESA study, the Stocking Elementary Property was unoccupied.

3.4 Description of Existing Structures, Roads and Other Improvements

The Stocking Elementary Property contains one main structure and a small outdoor bathroom facility. The 

exact date of construction for the buildings is unknown but is believed to be 1923 (Owner Questionnaire).  

The main structure is brick masonry and is approximately 20,400 square feet. The Stocking Elementary 

Property is bordered on the west by Fremont Avenue, Jennette Avenue to the east and Seventh Street to 

the south. Residential properties are present to the east, west, and north while commercial properties are 

present to the south.

The school structure originally utilized coal for heat and later converted to natural gas at an unknown date. 

During the site walk, the area where coal was used was observed to be clean and free from evidence of 

damage. Because of the orderly appearance of the area, it was not considered an environmental concern.
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3.5 Current Uses of Adjoining Properties

NTH conducted a visual survey of the adjacent properties to identify activities that may represent potential 

o  ̀-site sources of contamination that could environmentally impact the Stocking Elementary Property.  The 

adjacent properties were observed and identi; ed from the boundaries of the Stocking Elementary Property 

and readily accessible public rights-of-way.  Observed land uses in the immediate vicinity of the Stocking 

Elementary Property are listed below:

Locations Features Environmental Concerns

North Residential property None observed

East (Across Jennette Ave) Residential property None observed

South (Across Seventh St) Residential and Commercial property – Westside Garage Potential Auto Service

West (Across Fremont Ave) Residential property None observed

For ease of reference, the locations of above-mentioned properties are shown on Figure 2 in Appendix A. 

4.0 USER PROVIDED INFORMATION

NTH’s Phase I ESA User’s Questionnaire was sent to Bruce Michael, user representative, from GR School Lofts, 

LLC.  A copy of the completed questionnaire and additional user provided information, including the site 

development plan, can be found in Appendix C.

4.1 Title Records

Title records for the Stocking Elementary Property were not provided to us during the study.  Instead, NTH 

reviewed other sources (i.e., historical Sanborn maps, city directories, aerial photographs, topographic maps, 

municipal records, and etc.) to determine historical uses of the Stocking Elementary Property.

4.2 Environmental Liens and Activity Use Limitations

Information obtained from Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) Remediation Division 

website indicated that no environmental liens are recorded against the Stocking Elementary Property. 
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4.3 Specialized Knowledge

Specialized knowledge of asbestos on the Stocking Elementary Property was provided during this ESA.

4.4 Commonly Known or Reasonably Ascertainable Information

Mr. Michael was unaware of processes or chemicals used by former occupants of the property or adjoining 

property. 

4.5 Valuation Reduction for Environmental Issues

Mr. Michael was unaware of any value reductions to the Stocking Elementary Property due to environmental 

issues.

4.6 Owner, Property Manager and Occupant Information

The Stocking Elementary Property is currently owned by Grand Rapids Public Schools and is unoccupied.

4.7 Reason for Performing the Phase I ESA

The reason for performing the Phase I ESA was to provide the authorized users of this report with an 

independent evaluation of the environmental risks associated with the Stocking Elementary Property and to 

qualify for the limited liability protection from the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation 

and Liability Act (CERCLA).

5.0 RECORDS REVIEW

NTH reviewed various records to determine (1) the potential risk to the Stocking Elementary Property from 

on-site and o  ̀-site sources of environmental concern;( 2) the local geology and hydrogeology of the area; 

(3) historical uses of the Stocking Elementary Property; and (4) historical uses of adjacent properties.  These 

records were reviewed to help identify RECs, if any, associated with the Stocking Elementary Property.
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NTH reviewed readily available regulatory information to assess the possible risk for environmental 

liabilities at the Stocking Elementary Property from regulatory action, documented hazardous material 

spills, or documented hazardous waste disposal at the Stocking Elementary Property or nearby properties 

(i.e., properties located within ASTM-speci; ed search distances from the subject site).  This information 

was obtained from: (1) a review of information included in the EDR-Radius Map report for the Stocking 

Elementary Property, (2) a review of pertinent ; les from the MDEQ, and (3) information obtained from the 

local environmental health and ; re departments (see Section 5.2).

5.1 Standard Environmental Record Sources

Environmental Data Resources, Inc. (EDR), a private environmental information agency, was retained to 

perform a regulatory agency database search to evaluate the possible presence of federal and state-listed 

sites of known or potential environmental concerns that may be located within the minimum search 

distances from the Stocking Elementary Property.  As speci; ed in Section 8.2.1 of ASTM Practice E 1527-05, 

search distances for various record sources generally range from adjacent sites to sites located up to one 

mile away.  A list of the state and federal databases researched by EDR for the current study, along with the 

respective search distances and a brief description of each database are presented in the EDR report.  A copy 

of the EDR Report, dated December 6, 2011, is included in Appendix D of this report.

The EDR report identi; ed and plotted 31 sites in the vicinity of the Stocking Elementary Property.  The EDR 

Report also identi; ed 27 orphan sites.  The orphan sites could not be plotted by EDR on a map due to lack 

of proper addresses or other pertinent information required for precise computer plotting.  As such, the 

properties could only be located within the city, county or zip code area of the Stocking Elementary Property.  

The following tables summarize select databases searched, the search distances, and the number of sites 

found within the ASTM-speci; ed search radius for each selected database.  
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For a full summary of the databases searched refer to the EDR report in Appendix D:

FEDERAL DATABASES
SEARCH RADIUS 

(in miles)

NUMBER OF 

SITES WITHIN 

RADIUS

National Priorities List (NPL) - Identi; es the nation’s most hazardous sites that 

warrant further investigation. Sites are ; rst identi; ed as a CERCLIS Site and the degree 

of contamination determines whether the site will be included on the NPL.  Also 

known as Superfund.

1.0 0

Proposed NPL - Sites are published in the federal register prior to ; nal inclusion in the 

NPL and are listed as proposed NPL sites.
1.0 0

Delisted NPL – Sites deleted from the NPL where no further response is appropriate. 1.0 0

Comprehensive Environmental Response. Compensation.

Liability Index System (CERCLIS) - Compilation of properties that the EPA has 

identi; ed as having actual or suspected releases of contamination. The sites 

are reported to the EPA through states, municipalities, and private companies/

citizens. Each site undergoes a series of reviews that determine the severity of the 

contamination from the discovery and preliminary assessment to the site inspection 

and the hazard ranking system, which will determine whether the site will be included 

on the NPL.

0.5 0

CERCLIS No Further Remedial Action Planned (CERC-NFRAP) - CERCLIS Sites where 

no further remedial action is planned at the federal level.
0.5 0

Corrective Action Report (CORRACTs) List - Includes hazardous waste handlers with 

RCRA corrective action activities.
1.0 0

Resource Conservation Recovery Act (RCRA) Treatment

Storage and/or Disposal (TSD) Facilities - RCRA provides for the cradle to grave 

management of hazardous wastes by regulating the operations of those who operate 

treatment, storage or disposal facilities.

0.5 0

RCRA Large Quantity Generator (LQG) - RCRA provides for the management of 

properties that generate more than 1,000 kilograms of hazardous waste or over 1 

kilogram of acutely hazardous waste per month.

0.25 0

RCRA Small Quantity Generator (SQG) - RCRA provides for the management of 

properties that generate more than 100 kilograms and less than 1,000 kilograms of 

hazardous waste.

0.25 0

RCRA Conditionally Exempt Small Quantity Generator (CESQG) - RCRA provides 

for the management of properties that generate less than 100 kilograms of hazardous 

waste or less than 1 kilogram of acutely hazardous waste per month.

0.25 1

RCRA Non-Generators (NonGen) – Non-generators do not presently generate 

hazardous waste, but may have in the past.
0.25 1

Brown1 elds – List of brown; elds properties addressed by Cooperative Agreement 

Recipients and/or Targeted Brown; elds Assessments
0.50 0
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FEDERAL DATABASES
SEARCH RADIUS 

(in miles)

NUMBER OF 

SITES WITHIN 

RADIUS

Emergency Response Noti1 cation Sites (ERNS) List - Records information about 

reported releases of hazardous substances and/or petroleum products. These sites are 

maintained by the EPA and the MDEQ.

Property 0

STATE DATABASES
SEARCH RADIUS 

(in miles)

NUMBER OF SITES 

WITHIN SEARCH 

RADIUS

State Hazardous Waste Sites (SHWS) - Known as Part 201 Sites in Michigan, 

SHWS are Michigan’s equivalent to CERCLIS. The sites are reported to the State 

through municipalities, private companies/citizens. The State has developed a 

numerical ranking model for determining the present and potential hazard that 

each site poses to public health, safety, welfare and/or the environment. Each site 

is scored using this model once identi; ed and annually thereafter.

1.0 5

State Land1 ll and/or Solid Waste Disposal Site List - Part 115 of Act 451, as 

amended, regulates and maintains an inventory of solid waste disposal facilities or 

land; lls.

0.5 0

Leaking Underground Storage Tank (LUST) List - Part 213 of Act 451, as 

amended, regulates and details the corrective action required due to releases 

from leaking USTs. Part 213 also prescribes the powers and duties of certain State 

agencies and oU  cials, and provides penalties and remedies.

0.5 7

Underground Storage Tank (UST) List - Part 211 of Act 451, as amended, 

regulates certain UST systems, requires the registration of certain UST systems, 

prescribes the powers and duties of certain state and local agencies and oU  cials, 

imposes fees, and prescribes penalties and remedies.

0.25 3

Above Ground Storage Tank (AST) List – Listing of registered ASTs 0.25 1

Baseline Environmental Assessment (BEA) List - Sites which have been 

identi; ed as a facility and have submitted a BEA to MDEQ.
0.5 11

Brown1 elds – BEA or leaking UST sites which have been redeveloped by private 

entities using the BEA process.
0.5 0

Dry Cleaners – State registered/inspected dry cleaning establishments. 0.25 0

OTHER DATABASES
SEARCH RADIUS

(in miles)

NUMBER OF SITES 

IN REPORT

EDR Manufactured Gas Plants – Former manufactured gas plants 1.0 0
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Following review of the EDR report, a drive-through reconnaissance of the area was conducted to con; rm 

the locations of the plotted sites and to locate the orphan sites.  The following EDR-identi; ed sites are 

located in close proximity (i.e., less than one-quarter of a mile) to the Stocking Elementary Property:

Stocking Elementary (863 7th street NW):  This is the Subject Property.  This site is listed in the 

facility index system (FINDS) database. This is not considered a potential environmental concern to 

the Stocking Elementary Property.

Mike Wawee & Sons Auto Sales Inc & Waldmiller All-Service (856 7th Street NW): This site is 

located approximately 230 feet south of the Stocking Elementary Property and is listed in the RCRA-

CESQG, underground storage tank (UST) and leaking underground storage tank (LUST) databases.  

No violations have been found related to the CESQG.  According to the EDR Report two 3,000 gallon 

USTs containing gasoline were removed in 1987.  A third 3,000 gallon tank containing kerosene and 

a 500 gallon tank containing an unknown substance were also removed in 1987.  A 500 gallon tank 

containing used oil was removed in 1995.  A con; rmed release was reported in 1999 for an unknown 

substance and was closed in 2000.  Based on the closure status, this site is not considered a potential 

environmental concern to the Stocking Elementary Property.

North End Transmission Inc. (802 Alpine Ave NW):  This site is located approximately 600 feet east 

of the Stocking Elementary Property.  This site is listed in the RCRA-NonGen and FINDs databases. 

Based on location and distance, this site is not considered a potential environmental concern to the 

Stocking Elementary Property.

Van Manen Oil Inc. (5664 Alpine Ave NW):  This site is located approximately 1,050 feet southeast 

of the Stocking Elementary Property and is listed in the UST database.  According to the EDR Report 

three USTs containing gasoline of sizes, 1,000 gallons, 2,000 gallons, and 3,000 gallons were removed 

in 1987.  Based on location, distance, and lack of contaminants identi; ed, this site is not considered a 

potential environmental concern to the Stocking Elementary Property.
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El Matador Tortilla Chips Co (669 Stocking Ave NW):  This is located approximately 1,160 feet 

southeast of the Stocking Elementary Property.  This site is listed in the UST and LUST databases.  

According to the EDR Report an UST of unknown size which formerly contained gasoline was closed 

in place in 1995.  The con; rmed release was submitted in May of 1995 and closed in August 1995.  

Based on the closure status, this site is not considered a potential environmental concern to the 

Stocking Elementary Property.

Based on the locations of the other sites being cross and/or down gradient from the Stocking Elementary 

Property with respect to potential groundwater _ ow direction (east/northeast), the “closed” status of 

reported releases and/or the prevailing subsurface conditions in the area, these additional sites are not 

expected to have an additional negative environmental impact on the Stocking Elementary Property.

5.2 Additional Environmental Record Sources

Local Health Department

A FOIA request for the Stocking Elementary Property was submitted to the Kent County Health Department 

(KCHD).  To date a response has not been received. 

Local Fire Department

A FOIA request for the Stocking Elementary Property was submitted to the City of Grand Rapids Fire 

Department. To date a response has not been received.

Local Building Department

A FOIA request for the Stocking Elementary Property was submitted to the City of Grand Rapids Building 

Department.  To date a response has not been received.

5.3 Physical Setting Sources

The physical setting sources for the Stocking Elementary Property were determined based on a review of 

readily available published information and visual observations made during the visual survey.  As described 

in the following subsections, the physical setting includes a general summary of topography, soil, hydrology, 

hydrogeology, and related attributes.
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5.3.1 Topography

Information on the topography of the Stocking Elementary Property was obtained from the USGS “Grand 

Rapids West, Michigan” topographic map.  Based on this map, the Stocking Elementary Property exhibits a 

sharp high to low slope change west of the Stocking Elementary property along Fremont Ave NW. East of 

the slope change elevations level out and are maintained around 600ft.  According to the EDR Report the 

Stocking Elementary Property has an approximate USGS elevation of 621 feet above mean sea level. 

5.3.2 Soil

NTH obtained records from the MDEQ Water Well Viewer a potable water supply well database for the closest 

nearby well (approximately one miles southwest).  The log indicated the subsurface soils were comprised of 

varying layers of sand and clay to an explored depth of 113 feet below ground surface.

5.3.3 Hydrology

No surface water bodies were observed at or in the immediate vicinity (i.e., adjacent) of the Stocking 

Elementary Property.  The Grand River is located approximately three-quarters of a mile to the east.  

According to the EDR report, which searched the FEMA database, the Stocking Elementary Property is not 

located within a _ ood zone. 

5.3.4 Hydrogeology

Based on information contained in the EDR Report for nearby properties, the depth to groundwater is less 

than 15 feet bgs and the groundwater _ ow is estimated to be in a general east/northeast direction. 

5.3.5 Oil and Gas Wells

According to information provided in the EDR report, no oil or gas wells are located in close proximity (one 

mile) to the Stocking Elementary Property.

5.4 Historical Use Information on the Property

In accordance with Section 8.3 of ASTM E 1527-05, a historical search was conducted to determine the 

previous uses of the Stocking Elementary Property.  Only historical sources, which could be reasonably 

ascertained and judged likely to be useful, were obtained and reviewed during the current study.  The 

following sections present the results of the historical searches conducted during this study.
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5.4.1 Information Provided by the Property Owner

According to the City of Grand Rapids Assessing records, the Stocking Elementary Property is owned by 

Grand Rapids Public Schools.  NTH’s Phase I ESA Owner’s Questionnaire was submitted to Mr. Rich Natte who 

indicated that he had no additional knowledge of any environmental issues at the Property.

5.4.2 Local Governmental Agency Records

Records obtained from the City of Grand Rapids Assessor’s website identi; ed the Stocking Elementary 

Property as one parcel with a total of approximately 3.7 acres with a street address of 863 Seventh Street NW.  

The parcel number is 41-13-23-284-011.  The City of Grand Rapids assessing records are included in Appendix 

A.

5.4.3 City Directories

NTH retained EDR to conduct a review of available city directories in approximately ; ve-year intervals dating 

back to 1914 (i.e., the date of the earliest directory) for the Stocking Elementary Property occupants to 

determine past uses.  Copies of the available city directories are in Appendix E.  The following tables contain 

information on past property occupants.  

863 Seventh St NW

Year Occupant

1914
Residential (Directory does indicate “s e cor Stocking School” where 

Jennette Ave begins and Stocking Ave ends)

1919 Residential

1941 - 2006 Stocking School (listed as Stocking Elementary School in 1995)

5.4.4 Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps

NTH retained EDR to conduct a search of Sanborn ; re insurance maps for the Stocking Elementary Property.  

Sanborn maps are primarily used by insurance companies to assess ; re risks, and when available for a 

particular property, they can provide relevant information about the history of the property.
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Seven (7) maps covering the Stocking Elementary Property and adjacent properties, dated 1895, 1913, 1950, 

1953, 1965, 1968 and 1984 were provided by EDR.  Copies of these maps are included in Appendix F.  A 

summary regarding the identi; ed past property uses is in the following table: 

Year Observed Features

1895
Residential (813 Jennette Ave), Residential with additional residential structure and shed (813 Jennette Ave), 

Residential (863 7th Street)

1913
Similar features as depicted on the 1967 Sanborn Map; however there is no shed present on the 813 Jennette 

Ave residence.

1950-1984
Residential structures are no longer present. Large structure in southeast portion of property labeled Stocking 

Ave Public School.  

5.4.5 Aerial Photographs

NTH obtained copies of historical aerial photographs dated 1938, 1950, 1960, 1967, 1978, 1993, 1997, 1999, 

2005 and 2006 from EDR. These aerial photographs were reviewed to determine past uses and changes in 

surface features that might indicate possible environmental concerns.  Copies of the EDR aerial photographs 

are included in Appendix G. 

The scales on the aerial photographs range from 1” = 500’ to 1” = 600’ and the visual clarity varies from poor 

to very good.  Thus, certain photographs did not clearly identify all the surface features at the Stocking 

Elementary Property.  Review of the referenced aerial photographs is summarized in the following table:

Year Scale Features

1938 1” = 500’
Large U shaped structure in the southeast portion of the Property, similar to current main 

building structure.  No other features were discernible.

1950 1” = 500’ Similar features as the 1938 Aerial Photograph.

1960 1” = 500’ Similar features as the 1938 Aerial Photograph.

1967 1” = 500’ Similar features as the 1938 Aerial Photograph.

1978 1” = 600’ Similar features as the 1938 Aerial Photograph.

1993 1” = 600’ Similar features as the 1938 Aerial Photograph.

1997 unknown
Similar features as the 1938 Aerial Photograph. Two additional rectangular structures north of 

the U shaped structure. 

1999 1” = 500’ Similar features as depicted on the 1997 aerial photograph.
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Year Scale Features

2005 1” = 500’

Similar features as depicted on the 1997 aerial photograph. Two additional structures north 

of the U shaped structure. Structures are approximately same size as other two rectangular 

structures and are in a linear pattern (east to west).

2006 1” = 500’ Similar features as depicted on the 2005 aerial photograph.

* Features on aerial photograph obtained from Google earth resemble the 2006 aerial photograph from EDR, but the four 

structures north of the U shaped structure are no longer present. 

5.4.6 USGS Topographic Maps

USGS topographic maps were reviewed to determine past uses of the Stocking Elementary Property.  The 

referenced maps depict the Stocking Elementary Property in the general urban setting of the City of Grand 

Rapids. Maps from 1967, 1972, 1981, and 1996 display a U shaped building labeled “Stocking Sch” on the 

Stocking Elementary Property.  Copies of the EDR historic topographic maps are included in Appendix H.

5.4.7 Past Use Summary

The historical research to determine the past uses of the Stocking Elementary Property was conducted in 

accordance with Section 8.3 of the ASTM Practice E 1527-05.  The following table summarizes the past uses of 

the Stocking Elementary Property:

Year
Past Uses for the 

Property
Sources

1895 - 1914 Residential Sanborn Maps and City Directories

1923 - 2006 School
Owner Questionnaire, City Directories, Sanborn Maps, 

and Aerials

2011 School Site Walk



� %

5.5 Historical Use Information on Adjoining Properties

Past uses of adjacent properties, as determined through a review of the previously referenced historical aerial 

photographs and Sanborn maps, are summarized as follows:

Year Source North 
East (Across Jennette 

Ave)
South (Across 7th St.) West (Across Ionia Street)

1895 Sanborn Residential Residential Residential/School Residential

1913 Sanborn Residential Residential

Residential/School/

Commercial – Juvenile 

Home/Machine Shop

Residential

1938 Aerial
Features 

Indiscernible
Features Indiscernible Features Indiscernible Features Indiscernible

1950 Sanborn Residential
Residential/Commercial – 

Dry Cleaning

Residential/Commercial-

Filling Station & Auto 

Repair

Residential 

1950 Aerial
Features 

Indiscernible
Features Indiscernible Features Indiscernible Features Indiscernible

1953 Sanborn Residential
Residential/Commercial – 

Dry Cleaning

Residential/Commercial-

Filling Station & Auto 

Repair

Residential

1960 Aerial Residential Residential Commercial Residential

1965 Sanborn Residential Residential
Residential/Commercial-

Filling Station
Residential

1967 Aerial Residential Residential Commercial Residential

1968 Sanborn Residential Residential
Residential/Commercial-

Filling Station
Residential

1978 Aerial Commercial Commercial Residential Commercial

1984 Sanborn Residential Residential
Residential/Commercial-

Filling Station
Residential

1993 Aerial Residential Residential Commercial Residential

1997 Aerial Residential Residential Commercial Residential

1999 Aerial Residential Residential Commercial Residential

2005 Aerial Residential Residential Commercial Residential

2006 Aerial Residential Residential Commercial Residential
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6.0 SITE RECONNAISSANCE

A site reconnaissance of the Stocking Elementary Property was conducted to observe for surface features 

indicative of potential environmental concerns or RECs.

6.1 Methodology and Limiting Conditions

A visual survey of the Stocking Elementary Property was conducted on December 8 2011 by Mr. Steve Crider 

of NTH.  The property manager, Mr. Rich Natte provided access to the Stocking Elementary Property.

During the survey, the Stocking Elementary Property was observed for evidence of potential environmental 

concerns or RECs such as stressed vegetation, stained surface soil, and improper waste disposal practices.  

Furthermore, land use in the immediate vicinity of the Stocking Elementary Property was also determined. 

The visual survey was conducted by walking the interior of the building and the perimeter of the Stocking 

Elementary Property, and randomly traversing the Stocking Elementary Property, where accessible.  

6.2 General Site Setting

The Stocking Elementary Property is located in a mixed commercial and residential use area of Grand Rapids, 

Michigan.  A map showing the location of the Stocking Elementary Property is presented as Figure 1 in 

Appendix A of this report.  The approximate con; guration of the Stocking Elementary Property along with 

the surrounding properties is shown on Figure 2 included in Appendix A.  Color photographs of the Stocking 

Elementary Property taken during the visual survey are included in Appendix B.

6.3 Exterior Observations

6.3.1 General Observations

The Stocking Elementary Property contains two buildings, a main “U” shaped building previously utilized 

as an elementary school and a small outdoor bathroom facility on the playground.  The school is made of 

brick masonry while the bathroom facility is a concrete block structure.  The courtyard area is a mixture of 

grass, concrete and asphalt. The grassy area is present in the northwest portion of the property with a small 

baseball diamond in the northwest corner. 
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An asphalt parking lot is located adjacent to the north side of the school.  The playground, including various 

pieces of playground equipment and a small wading pool, is located on the west side of the property. 

6.3.2 Storage Tanks

NTH did not observe any visual evidence of vent pipes, ; ll ports or any other UST or above ground storage 

tanks (ASTs) components at the Stocking Elementary Property.

6.3.3 Polychlorinated Biphenyls (PCBs)

The Stocking Elementary Property was surveyed to identify liquid-cooled electrical units, such as 

transformers and capacitors.  These types of units are of possible concern because they may be potential 

PCB sources.  PCB units may subject the owner/operator to various regulatory requirements under Toxic 

Substances Control Act (TSCA).  The release of PCB _ uids or their combustion products (in case of spill or ; re) 

are potential environmental liabilities and may require costly remediation.  One pole-mounted electrical 

transformer was noted near the Stocking Elementary Property, a “non PCB” label was not observed.  The 

transformer did not appear to be leaking.

6.4 Interior Observations  

A walk-through survey of the accessible portions of the existing buildings was performed to observe interior 

conditions. 

6.4.1 General Observations

Stocking Elementary school is a two story building “U-Shaped” building with the bottom of the “U-Shape” on 

the south side of the Property.  The east and west side of the “U-Shaped” building contained classrooms on 

the ; rst and second _ oors.  The bottom of the “U-Shaped” building consisted of a basement, ; rst and second 

_ oors (classrooms, gym and kitchen) and an attic.  The basement contains a heating system that consists of 

boiler, a compressor and a condensate return tank and an intact former concrete coal bunker that has been 

cleaned and painted and is now used for storage.  The attic area contains heating/cooling ducts, fans and 

other equipment.
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The small building located to the west of the “U-Shaped” building is owned by the city of Grand Rapids; it 

is bathrooms and a storage room for the City of Grand Rapids Parks department.  This building was locked 

during the site visit.

6.4.2 Fluorescent Lights

Fluorescent light ballasts manufactured prior to 1979 may contain small quantities of PCBs.  However, even 

if the ballasts do contain PCBs, small capacitors (i.e., ballasts) can be disposed of as municipal solid waste (40 

CFR Part 761.60(b)(ii)) as long as they are not leaking.  During the study, _ uorescent light ballasts within the 

structures were not accessed to determine their PCB status.  

7.0 INTERVIEWS

Interviews were conducted with various individuals to determine historical uses of the Stocking Elementary 

Property and to determine environmental concerns associated with the Stocking Elementary Property.

7.1 Interview with Owner

NTH’s Phase I ESA Owner’s Questionnaire was submitted to Mr. Rich Natte who indicated that he had no 

additional knowledge of any environmental issues at the Property.

7.2 Interview with Site Manager

Refer to 7.1.

7.3 Interviews with Occupants

The Stocking Elementary Property is currently unoccupied.

7.4 Interviews with Local Government OV  cials

Information obtained from local government oU  ces is described in appropriate sections throughout this 

report.
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7.5 Interviews with Others

Information obtained from other entities is described in appropriate sections throughout this report.

8.0 EVALUATION AND REPORT PREPARATION

8.1 Findings

The Stocking Elementary Property contains two buildings, a main “U” shaped building previously utilized as 

an elementary school and a small outdoor bathroom facility on the playground. The school is estimated to 

have been built between 1923 while the date of construction of the outdoor bathroom facility is unknown.  

According to information obtained from the Stocking Elementary Property owner and other historic sources, 

the Stocking Elementary Property has been utilized for school activities since 1923 (Owner Questionnaire). 

Portions of the Stocking Elementary Property historically contained residential structures and it is unclear if 

the former residences had basements.  The potential for urban ; ll to have been placed in the basements of 

the former structures during demolition is a REC.

No Historical RECs (HRECs) or de minimis conditions were identi; ed during the current study.

8.2 Opinions

Based on the historical research completed, the Property was utilized for school activities for over 90 years.  

It is unclear if the former residences had basements. It is NTH’s opinion the potential exists for urban ; ll to 

have been placed in the basements of the former structures during demolition and may have impacted the 

subsurface soil and/or water at the Property.

8.3 Additional Investigation

Additional investigation in the form of a Phase II ESA is recommended.
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8.4 Data Gaps

Data failure was experienced in determining uses of the Stocking Elementary Property prior to 1895 (i.e., the 

date of the earliest historical data available).  The Stocking Elementary Property was residential in 1895; given 

the information obtained for the Stocking Elementary Property since that time, in our professional opinion, 

usage prior to 1895 is unlikely to have an environmental impact on the Stocking Elementary Property.

8.5 Conclusions

NTH has performed a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment in conformance with the scope and limitations 

of ASTM Practice 1527-05 of the Stocking Elementary Property located at 863 Seventh Street NW in Grand 

Rapids, Michigan. Any exceptions to, or deletions from, this practice is described in appropriate sections 

throughout this report.  This assessment has not revealed any evidence of recognized environmental 

conditions in connection with the Stocking Elementary Property with the exception of the following:

Based on the Sanborn Maps, former residential dwellings were located at the Property (see Figure 

2).  No structural or demolition records on the former buildings could be obtained from reasonably 

ascertainable historical records.  It is unknown if the former buildings had basements.  If basements 

were present, then the environmental nature and origin of the ; ll soil used to back; ll the basement 

excavations is unknown.

In conclusion, additional environmental investigation in the form of a Phase II Environmental Site Assessment 

is recommended to evaluate the Stocking Elementary Property.  

8.6 Deviations

No deviations, deletions or additions from the current ASTM practice, except those noted in Section 9.0, were 

made during performance of this study.
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8.7 References

American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM) Designated: E 1527-05 – Standard Practice for 

Environmental Site Assessment: Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Process. 

Environmental Data Resources, Inc. (EDR):

EDR Radius Map with GeoCheck;

EDR City Directories;

EDR USGS Topographic Maps;

The EDR Sanborn Map Report; and

The EDR- Aerial Photography Print Services 

Kent County Health Department ; les

Michigan Department of Environmental Quality; Remediation Division and Environmental Resource 

Management Division

City of Grand Rapids Fire Department ; les

City of Grand Rapids Assessing Department ; les

City of Grand Rapids Building Department ; les

Grand Valley Metropolitan Council/Regional Geographic Information System

8.8 Signatures of Environmental Professional

The ; eld investigation for the Phase I ESA was performed by Mr. Steve Crider of NTH Consultants Ltd.  The 

Phase I ESA report was authored by Mr. Crider of NTH, and was reviewed by Ms. Sherry L. Kirkbride and Mr. 

Brian S. Smits of NTH.  Ms. Kirkbride and Mr. Smits served as the Environmental Professionals on this project, 

and their resumes are included in Appendix L.
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9.5 Special Flood Hazard Area

NTH reviewed a Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) _ ood map (Community Panel Number 

260106 0020 C) for the Stocking Elementary Property and surrounding area.  Based on review of the map, the 

Property was depicted in Zone C (areas of minimal _ ooding).  A copy of the _ oodplain map can be found in 

Appendix K.

9.6 Wetlands

NTH reviewed a United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) National Wetland Inventory (NWI) Map for 

the area of the property obtained on-line.  According to the NWI Map, wetlands were not depicted on the 

Property.  A copy of the map can be found in Appendix K  

9.7 EMF

No high voltage power lines were observed in the vicinity of the Stocking Elementary Property.  Additionally, 

Mr. Greg Dennany of Consumers Energy indicated there are no high voltage power lines within 5,400 feet of 

the Stocking Elementary Property.

9.8 High Pressure Buried Gas Lines

According to a local gas utility representative (DTE), no high pressure (400 p.s.i.) or 4” diameter or larger gas 

lines exist within 1,000 feet of the Property. 

9.9 Noise analysis

Two airports and one rail lines were identi; ed near the Stocking Elementary Property.  The Gerald R. Ford 

International and Riverview Airports were located 10 miles southwest and 6 miles southeast of the Stocking 

Elementary Property, respectively.  The CSX Railroad is located approximately 1,800 feet to the east.  A noise 

assessment worksheet was completed to assess the day night sound (DNS) level of the noise sources.  The 

total DNL for these sources was 66 decibels.  A copy of the noise assessment worksheet can be found in 

Appendix L.
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9.10 Vapor Encroachment Screen, ASTM E 2600-10

NTH completed the Tier I & Tier II screening process for vapor encroachment.  The Tier I screening process is 

comprised of a site walk in an attempt to determine if there is any visual evidence of chemical storage, usage 

or impacts within 100 feet of the Property .  Based on the EDR Report several nearby sites were identi; ed 

with potential chemical usage and a Tier II evaluation was completed for each of the sites of concern.  The 

Tier II evaluation included additional research (review of EDR Report and FOIA requests) to determine if 

identi; ed chemicals of concern exist within 100 feet of the Property.  Based on the results of the analysis 

combined with the RECs identi; ed in this PH I ESA study, vapor encroachment concerns cannot be ruled out 

and additional investigation may be recommended post PH II ESA investigation.
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SITE PHOTOGRAPHS

PHOTOGRAPH NO. 1 ADJACENT PROPERTY TO THE EAST

PHOTOGRAPH NO. 2 ADJACENT PROPERTY TO THE NORTH
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SITE PHOTOGRAPHS

PHOTOGRAPH NO. 3 ADJACENT PROPERTY TO THE WEST

PHOTOGRAPH NO. 4 ADJACENT PROPERTY TO THE SOUTH
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SITE PHOTOGRAPHS

PHOTOGRAPH NO. 5:  PUBLIC BATHROOMS FOR WADING POOL

PHOTOGRAPH NO. 6 WADING POOL
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SITE PHOTOGRAPHS

PHOTOGRAPH NO. 7 SCHOOL PLAYGROUND

PHOTOGRAPH NO. 8 SCHOOL PLAYGROUND 



W:\PROJ\74\090095-18-GREPA\RAW-DRAFT\000-0206-ESA-P1\001-0206-ESA-P1-APPENDIX\APPENDIX B\PHOTOGRAPH LOG.DOCX

SITE PHOTOGRAPHS

PHOTOGRAPH NO. 9 SOUTH SIDE OF THE  SCHOOL

PHOTOGRAPH NO. 10  NORTH SIDE OF THE SCHOOL



W:\PROJ\74\090095-18-GREPA\RAW-DRAFT\000-0206-ESA-P1\001-0206-ESA-P1-APPENDIX\APPENDIX B\PHOTOGRAPH LOG.DOCX

SITE PHOTOGRAPHS
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PHOTOGRAPH NO. 14 BOILER



W:\PROJ\74\090095-18-GREPA\RAW-DRAFT\000-0206-ESA-P1\001-0206-ESA-P1-APPENDIX\APPENDIX B\PHOTOGRAPH LOG.DOCX

SITE PHOTOGRAPHS
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